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Was dangerous and desperate 5
The Turks for their part likewise tried
To dig a tunnel from inside,
Until each met the other one 5
They ceased their digging thereupon.
There Christian captives were constrained
To dig the tunnel, gyved and chained,                                4,920
And when they met our men, they spoke
With them, and from their bondage broke
Away. When their escape was learned
The Turks with angry fury burned 5
And hastily closed up the gape
Through which they had made their escape.
RICHARD,  THOUGH   ILL,  DIRECTS  THE  ATTACK
As I related to ye, still
King Richard in his bed lay ill,
Yet 'twas his will that, though he ailed,
The town of Acre should be assailed                                          4,930
'Neath his command. He had a fine
Testudo drawn up to the line
Of trenches, whence his good crossbowmen
Sent well-aimed missiles at their foemen.
Wrapped in a silken counterpane,
So help me God, despite his pain,
He caused himself then to be carried
'Neath the testudo, whence he harried
The Turks with many a bolt, which he
Aimed at the tower skilfully.                                        ,              4>94o
His engines that same tower attack,
And all the while the Turks fight back.
His sappers never left off boring
Deep underneath the tower, and shoring
Up the walls, until by this means
And by the pounding of machines
?Twas battered over to one side.
The king of England then had cried